DATA AND VARIABLES The High School and Beyond Data Base
The data analyzed in this paper are from the first two waves (1980 and 1982) of the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) study, High School and Beyond, a longitudinal study of U.S. high school sophomores and seniors in 1980.  The data were collected for NCES by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago. The base-year (1980) sample consists of 30,030 sophomores and 28,240 seniors in 1,015 high schools; the Overall response rate of 84 percent. Of the respondents, 25,875 sophomores and 10,815 seniors were surveyed again in 1982. Hispanic schools were oversampled in the base year, and respondents in those schools had very high probabilities of being included in the follow-up sample (see Frankel et al., 1981).
Three features of High School and Beyond make it ideal for studying Hispanic youths' labor market achievements.  First, because it is a longitudinal study of the sophomore and senior high school classes in 1980, respondents can be tracked through their transition from school to work.  In addition to providing Information on respondents1 labor force Status, the study provides detailed data on respondents1 educational backgrounds and on how respondents combine their school and labor force activities.
Second, because Hispanics were oversampled, the study contains sufficient numbers of Cubans, Puerto Ricans, and Mexican-Americans for separate analyses.  This is important because past research has shown that Hispanic subgroups differ in their school and labor market achievement profiles (Newman, 1978; Jaffe et al., 1980; National Center for Education Statistics, 1980; National Commission for Employment Policy, 1982; Nielsen and Fernandez, 1982).
Third, High School and Beyond is rare in that it includes many detailed questions about the linguistic practices of the respondent and his or her family (see Nielsen, 1980:App. B and C, for descriptions and discussions of the language data available from the survey). The study also provides information especially relevant to Hispanics, such äs nativity and length of U.S. residence.
Definition of Comparison Groups
One of the main goals of this paper is to provide Statistics showing how Hispanic youths compare with non-Hispanic youths on different measures of employment Status.  To this end, I have divided both the sophomore and senior samples into groups of Hispanics, non-Hispanic whites, and non-Hispanic blacks.
Self-identification was used in the survey to classify respondents1 ethnic identity.1  This was done for both theoretical and practical
Detailed coding information on the definition of the comparison groups and both the dependent and independent variables can be found in the appendix.

